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Francisco is a young and upbeat defender of the environment.
After his visit to the Colombian senate in 2019, he has become a
public figure. Raised together by his parents and aunt, he is with

no surprise one of the most known activists in Colombia. He is
always eager to push the limits and wants to create awareness

in all ages and social classes.
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Francia Mdrquez is a Colombian social, cultural and
environmental leader. She has worked in defence of the
rivers at the town of Suarez (Cauca) and the ancestral
territories of the Afrocolombian communities, striving to
stop mining activities (both legal and illegal) in their territory.
Winner of The Goldman Environmental Prize in 2018 - also
known as the Environmental Nobel Prize.

In 201Y, together with
other I8 women, she
started to march
towards the Colombian
capital, that would be
later named as “The
March of Turbans”. In
|0 days they walked
350 kilometers.
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ABOUT HER CHALLENGES

In 2015 she was invited
to mediate in the peace
process between rebels
and Colombian
government which was

taking place in La

Havana. She was well
known by then and had
won the Colombia
National Prize.

“Europe’s privileges rely
on the plunder of other
countries,” said Marquéz
“We ask you to put your
development into the
service of the life of our
communities. They are
killing us, it is a genocide”.
She stated when she was
awarded in 20I8. ,




